Session 12 – Parent-Children Relationships (continued)
Ephesians 6:1-4, Psalm 78:5-7, Deuteronomy 6:6-7

(II. Consideration - cont.)
B. His parents like him for himself - just as he is - all of the time-acceptance, not
just when he performs acceptingly
1. Disapprove action not person
2. Avoid exasperated talk - critical, blaming, generalizing - "When will
you ever..."
3. Help develop positive self-image. Importance of every individual.
I Corinthians 12:12-26 (see verse 18)
C. His home is a safe place - his parents are available - he belongs, fits - security
and protection
1. Play, serious business - not encouraging irresponsibility - let children be
children
2. Include in decisions and decision making
Teenage #2
3. Review priorities - "Prior Attention"
4. Don't ignore or try to explain away fears -acknowledge, admit and
encourage
III. Correction (discipline)
Proverbs 13:24
Proverbs 19:18
Proverbs 22:15
A. Has goal of development of responsible behavior, communicate caring
1. Learning life's requirements in context of love
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2. Difference between discipline and punishment
a. Punishment:
1) Penalty for offense
2) Given in hostility and frustration
3) Produces fear and guilt
b. Discipline:
1) Train and correct for development
2) Love and concern
3. Produces security
B. Need for united front
1. Agreement of standards and methods
2. Mutual reinforcement
C. Parents want him to grow up to be independently dependent on the Lord and
Word
1. Cannot be forced but mustn't be smothered
2. Don't compare. Each child is different.
3. Decision making
a. Offer choices that are relatively simple
b. Help them to understand the consequences
c. Three kinds of situations:
1) Parent has definite opinion, preference -express honestly
2) Don't imply that the child can decide if a decision is
already firm
3) No preference of parent
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d. Prohibition where possible permanent or serious harm
4. Choosing friends
Reserve judgment, expose yourself, examine prejudices. If
reservations, discuss and determine the course of action.
5. Homework is basically self-discipline. Don't get caught as the enforcer.
Serve as a resource, basically between child and teacher.
D. There are limits to discipline, parents will reinforce limits, establishment and
respect for authority and control
1. Importance for future, God and society
2. Early years, command coincides with physical reinforcement, not
necessarily spanking
3. Discipline must be fair, prompt, terminal
Ecclesiastes 8:11
a. Fair
1) Explained, understood
2) Avoid discipline in impatience, poor judgment
3) Fit the offense
b. Prompt
1) As soon after offense as possible
2) By parent present when possible
c. Terminal judgment
1) No continued reminders
2) Re-acceptance
3) Sentence (discipline) may require time
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4. Physical discipline
a. Scriptural
Proverbs 13:24
Proverbs 23:13
(whole book)
b. Psychologists judgment result of misuse
c. Reserved for necessary time
d. How? hand, rod
1) Exponents of rod, spoon
2) Bible
Psalm 32:4
Job 19:21
Hand of love, discipline
5. Pick battlefields when demanding respect for authority
IV. Consistency
Psalm 15:4
A. Self discipline
Proverbs 25:28
Galatians 5:22,23
"The child who does not learn both by example and instruction will not
respect his parents . . . When discipline is reasonable and understandable,
and when the parents' own behavior is consistent with their demands on
the child, he will love and respect them even though his surface attitude
may not always show it.”
B. Will do what we do, not what we say
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C. Especially important in discipline
D. Fulfilling word, commitments
E. Demonstrating love and enjoyment

*From Reality Therapy by William Glasser. Copyright 1965 by Harper and Row,
Publishers, Inc. Used by permission.

V. Conclusion
A. Parents basic responsibility - fear, honor the Lord
Proverbs 14:26
B. Ultimately child's individual choice
Psalm 78:5-7
Philippians 1:6
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THE FAMILY
by Derek Kidnerf

The two (parents) share the children's training and are assumed to speak with one voice
(Proverbs 1:8,9; 6:20 etc.). Toward his partner, the man is urged to be not merely loyal
but ardent, " . . . ravished always with her love" (5:19). Far from being a cypher, the
woman is the making or the undoing of her husband (a God-given "boon, " 18:22; 19:14;
indeed his "crown;" or else " . . . rottenness in his bones" 12:4). On her constructive
womanly wisdom chiefly depends the family's stability (14:1), and if she happens to
possess exceptional gifts she will have ample scope for them. . .
The way (discipline) has to be hard for two reasons. First, "Foolishness is bound up in the
heart of a child...," it will take more than words to dislodge it (22:15). Secondly, character
is a plant that grows more sturdily from some cutting back (cf. 15:32,33; 5:11,12; Heb.
12:11) and this from earlv days (13:246, cf. 22:6).
The parents' chief resource is constructive, namely their "law," taught with loving
persistence. This "law" is a wide term which includes commands (cf. 3:1; 7:2) but is not
confined to them: Basically it means direction, and its aim here is to foster wise habits of
thought and action . . . There is a childhood reminiscence of its tenderness preserved in
4:3ff. and a sample of its bracing outspokenness, its home truths, in 31:1-9.
Many are the reminders, however, that even the best training cannot instill wisdom, but
only encourage the choice to seek it (e.g. 2::lff). A son may be too opinionated to learn
(13:1; cf. 17:21). A good home may produce an idler (10:5) or a profligate (29:3); he may
rebel enough to despise (15:20), mock (30:17) or curse (30:11; 20:20) his parents;
heartless enough to run through their money (28:24) and even turn a widowed mother out
of doors (19:26). While there are parents who have only themselves to thank for their
shame (29:15), it is ultimately the man himself who must bear his own blame, for it is his
attitude to wisdom (29:3a; 2:2ff), his consent given or withheld (1:10) in face of
temptation which sets his course.

From Proverbs: Introduction and Commentary by Derek Kidner. © 1964 by Tyndale Press, London. Used
by permission of Inter-Varsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois.
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Leaders Guide
Scriptural Home Seminar
George Sanchez

Dear Co-laborer,
As I look at society today I see a great deal of confusion regarding healthy guidelines for
marriage and parent-children relationships. Many things are being written on the subject
and many ideas are being disseminated. Some of these are good, and others are
completely erroneous and misleading. The Scriptural Home Seminar seeks to give clear,
specific, simple guidelines for these interpersonal relationships.
From my reading in the fields of psychology and family relationships I have found that
any helpful principles stated by the author, whether Christian or secular, can be found in
essence in the Bible. Therefore, in this course I have gone to the Scriptures for my basic
concepts and then added helpful suggestions and information from current psychology.
The primary thrust of the course is to establish the concept that the Bible has guidelines
for every interpersonal relationship and an answer for every interpersonal conflict in the
home. For this reason, this course is called the Scriptural Home Seminar.
This series was recorded before a live audience attending the Seminar which was
presented at The Navigators Glen Eyrie Conference Center, in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. I am very thankful to the Lord and give Him the glory for what He has done
and how He has used this Seminar. My prayer is that this Internet edition will be equally
beneficial and useful.
The following suggestions are made in an effort to provide greater facility and more ideas
in the use of the Scriptural Home Seminar. Many of these are the results of hundreds of
presentations in an equal number of homes and churches in the United States and
overseas.
Many people find this course a useful tool for evangelism. This is understandable,
particularly in parts of the western world, in view of the current interest and great need
most families are facing. Therefore, I suggest asking friends and neighbors about their
interest and sense of need in the area of their family, and then inviting them to listen to
and discuss the information presented in this course.
I have sought to present the Gospel clearly and precisely in the first audio, "The
Foundation." You can use it as the initial presentation or use it later in the Seminar when
interest has been developed by the other material presented.
Should you use the course as an evangelistic tool, I would suggest very strongly that you
plan a follow-up Bible study program. This could be one of the Navigators Bible study
series or some other equally effective Bible study program involving a personal
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investigation of Scripture. Of course, I urge you to be personally prepared to make a clear
and effective follow-up presentation of the Gospel in cases where the Seminar stimulates
their interest but no decision is made.
In many cases, gifted teachers and discussion group leaders have used the information on
the audios as reference material adapting the material to their own style of presentation
and teaching the Seminar themselves. This is a good approach and we encourage its use
whenever possible. In this case, rather than utilize the illustrations used on the Seminars
.mp3 audios, you might develop illustrations which fit your particular style of
presentation. Should you feel this is the best way to use the materials, I know that the
Lord will honor and bless you as you seek to remain faithful to the biblical principles
presented.
The majority of people using this course, however, simply stream the audio (.wma or
.mp3 audio) directly from the Internet, or download the .mp3 audio to their own
computer, or portable audio device. The .mp3 audios then become the primary source of
information. Frankly, I have been delighted and very thankful for the number of people
who have been given an extended ministry by using the Internet in this way. Many people
have told me that even though they feel they are gifted in leading small groups and could
have followed the first suggestion made here, they preferred to use this second method
and play the audios themselves. The audios present an objective point of view and
another voice of authority on the subject. Whichever method you choose, my prayer is
that the Lord will make this a very effective experience.
And now, a suggestion or two on the actual presentation of the Seminar when you have a
few couples together.
Note the following "house" illustration. This illustration also appears in the student's
downloadable workbook. Each student should have his own workbook so he can record
his answers and notes freely. The workbook .pdf is a downloadable file in Adobe Acrobat
format, and may be viewed with the free Adobe Acrobat Reader. I feel this is the most
effective method to get the greatest benefit from the Seminar. Notice that the illustration
in the workbook does not have the names of the composite parts.
During each session as you give them the names of the respective parts of the illustration
discussed that night, they can record them in their workbooks. For example, in the first
session they would put in the titles that go in the foundation; in the second session they
would put in the responsibility of the husband which is one main wall of the house; in the
third session the other wall which is the wife's responsibility, etc. By the time they finish
the course, all the names will be in their proper places.
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As early in the course as possible I feel it would be very helpful for each couple to take
the "Family Quiz" on pages 7 and 8. This will give the couples a platform for applying
the principles of the Seminar as they progress.
In the workbook there is a question page for each subject (“Preparatory Study”). These
questions are intended to be answered prior to attending the session of the Seminar
dealing with that subject. Thus, each person comes prepared to engage meaningfully in a
discussion of these questions prior to hearing the audio. In order to lead this discussion
effectively, it is important that you, as the leader, listen to the audio a minimum of two
times, preferably three, so you are familiar with the material.
Each question should be handled individually providing an opportunity for the
participants to answer it adequately. In this way, everyone will be involved in a
meaningful discussion and the material will be more personal and applicable because of
their involvement.
It is possible that questions will be asked during this discussion period which you, as the
leader, will not feel adequately prepared to answer. If, as suggested, you have listened to
the audio two or three times, you will be fairly familiar with the material presented.
Therefore, any questions coming up during the discussion period that you know will be
covered can be left unanswered for the moment. Another discussion session after
listening to the audio will provide an opportunity to handle any unresolved questions.
Several sessions do not have questions to answer prior to the session because they are
continuations of the previous session. In these sessions I suggest a 15 minute general
discussion session covering any new thoughts, ideas or possible questions before playing
the next audio. Do not feel you must answer all of the questions that come up. The fact

60

that the material stimulates thoughts and provokes questions accomplishes a major
objective in itself.
The questions are discussed before listening to the audios because most of the questions
have been formulated on the basis of the material to be presented on the audio. Listening
to the audio first would limit very seriously any discussion on the questions relating to
that subject.
You will notice that a broad outline has been provided for each session. This allows the
participants to follow the material more easily and to add any notes they desire as they
listen to the material.
This material comes to you very prayerfully and carefully prepared. It is my sincere wish
that the Lord Jesus Christ be honored in the use of the new Scriptural Home Seminar.
Another hope and prayer is that homes and families will be strengthened as interpersonal
relationships are re-established and strengthened by the application of scriptural
principles. May He bless you in your home and family relationships as you study this
material and use you as you seek to minister to others in this way. If I can be of any
further assistance, please contact me.
It is a privilege to co-labor with you. "May the God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Romans 15:5,6).
Sincerely in Christ,

© Copyright 1973, The Navigators

61

