"Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!"
II Corinthians 9:15

"That is why the underlying foundation of Christianity is personal, passionate devotion to
the Lord Jesus. We mistake the joy (ecstasy) of our first introduction into the Kingdom as
His purpose for getting us there. Yet God's purpose in getting us into His Kingdom is that
we may realize all that identification with Jesus Christ means."

Chambers, O. My Utmost for His Highest (December 23)

I. Forgiveness (Mercy)

Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who
has been forgiven little loves little. Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." The

other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins? (Luke
7:47-49 NIV)

Meanwhile the tax man, slumped in the shadows, his face in his hands, not daring to look
up, said, "God, give mercy. Forgive me, a sinner." I tell you that this man, rather than the
other, went home justified before God. (Luke 18:13 The Message)

I1. Peace

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27 NIV)

I've told you all this so that trusting me, you will be unshakable and assured, deeply at
peace. In this godless world

you will continue to experience difficulties. But take heart! I've conquered the world.
(John 16:33 The Message)

Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."
(John 20:21 NIV)

II1. Purpose

For when David had served God's purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was
buried with his fathers and

his body decayed. (Acts 13:36 NIV)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have
been called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28 NIV)



If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my
joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and
purpose. (Philippians 2:1,2 NIV)

IV. Light (Truth)

The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the
shadow of death a light has dawned. (Matthew 4:16 NIV)

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. (John 8:12 NIV)

I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place
among those who are sanctified by faith in me.

(Acts 26:17-18 NIV)

V. Hope

Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my
Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not quarrel or cry out;
no one will hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a
smoldering wick he will not snuff out till he leads justice to victory. In his name the
nations will put their hope. (Matthew 12:18-21 NIV)

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope . . . May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:4,13 NIV)

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made
known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him for we shall see him as
he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. (I John 3:2,3
NIV)

VI. Love

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
(John 13:34,35 NIV)



Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves
me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him. (John
14: 21 NIV)

If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's
commands and remain in his love. (John 15:10 NIV)

VII. Community (Spiritual Family)

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who
belong to the family of believers. (Galatians 6:10 NIV)

For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what
will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? (I Peter 4:17 NIV)

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who
belong to the family of believers. (Galatians 6:10 NIV)

VIII. Confidence (Assurance)

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:16 NIV)

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood
of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:19-22 NIV)

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to
his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us -- whatever we ask--we know that
we have what we asked of him.

(I John 5:14,15 NIV)

IX. His Presence

And when two or three of you are together because of me, you can be sure that I'll be
there. (Matthew 18:20 The Message)

Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him,
and we will come to him and make our home with him. (John 14:23 IV)



Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: "God authorized and
commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in
this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I'll be with you as
you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18-20
The Message)

X. Grace (Help, Favor)

From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. (John 1:16
NIV)

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, |
worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. (I
Corinthians 15:10 NIV)

... and then he told me, My grace is enough; it's all you need. My strength comes into its
own in your weakness .Once I heard that, I was glad to let it happen. I quit focusing on
the handicap and began appreciating the gift. It was a case of Christ's strength moving in
on my weakness. (II Corinthians 12:9 The Message)
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