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Workshop: Evangelism for Cowards
Presented by David Hinds (david_hinds@airmail.net)

A new believer who associates with Christians soon becomes aware of a well-documented
principle: Christians RARELY (if ever) share their faith. They will serve on commitiees and
beards, teach classes, organize activities, give to the buiiding fund and shiow up for farmation
faithfully every week, but personal evangelism is a foreign concept. What is the problem? Is it
disinterest in the Gospel? Whal does Jesus say the problem is? Hinl, read Matthew o 35-38)

L. Why should we get involved - don't we pay the professionals te do this for us?
* The purpose for Christian professiorals within the body of Christ is to train the laity 1o

accompiish the mission; not to do il themseives. Read Ephesians 4: 11-13 and discuss
the implications of this passage.

* What is the mission of each individual Christian and what does this require of me,
personaily?

Matihew Z8: 18-20.
2 Timothy 2: 1-2.
Matthew 4: 19.
1 Pater 3. 15-16.

Il. What exactly is evangelism? Definiion: Evangelism is a mysterious, supematural process
conducted by our sovereign Lond to bring & person from spiritual death 1o life and from
condemnation and judgment to atemal joy with the Lord here and in heaven. It appears to be a
multi-faceted, long-lern process. Our role in the process is finding out where a person is in his
spi'i‘h.nﬂjﬂwnw.h.hﬂnuﬁmtﬂmmthpﬂumhhiﬂiinJMm_hlﬂnghimhrmMﬂ
persan who wiill halp-him further, This process depends totally on God, bul He allows us 1o be
part of the process.

. Know your fishl (What is the lost person’s greatest obstacle 1o CWErComeT)

Genesis 2: 1617

2 Corinthians 4: 3-4

Ephesians 2: 1-9

Because of this, you 2s the evangelist are liberated from feefings of guilt and inadequacy and can
exercise he patience. love and grace needed to assist the lost person through the process. The
process of moving the lost from death 1o life is utterly and completely God's. There is nothing



you can do o get enyone saved; you can only cooperate with the Father. So Relax and walk in
the Spirit. ‘Read John 6: 44.

IV. The process of evangelism: Concept of links in the chain - discuss 1 Corinthians 3 5-9. In
your own axpenence, did you come to faith as a resul of a singie encounter or multipie
encountars? The essence -of this entire process is prayer, especizlly for the reganeration of the
unbaliever (the dead don't recaive the Gospal - funeral home evangalism is non-confroritational,
but not vary effective!). Remember, Ephesians 2: 1-9.

Phase 1. Drmbiog vp the hand greoad (0r lzaming fo ralate 1o the dead) -This is the beginning
phase where our pimany objactive is to exhibit a life shie that eams us the right to ba heard,

1. Relationships take precedence overconversions. Use this model fo initiate
conversations: FORM - Family. Occupation, Recreation, Message.

2 Be transparant - Non-Christians don't want the pressure of your perfaction, they want
the comfort of your reaiity, 1 Corinthians 1. 26-28, 2. 1-5.

3. Quality of your ife: if Christianity isn't working for you, it's very hard to export it to
anscther. The unbeliaver wants 1o sea the difference Jesus is making in your life.

4 Sarve the unboliever in practical litthe things. Mark 10: 45. Write dowsen some ways o
sérve your urbelieving friend.

5. Adapl to them, don't demand they adapt to you. We are not trying to maike them good
and acceptable (Clean ‘em up), we are frying to lead them into a saving relaticnship with
Jasus. 1 Corinthians 8 19-23. 'What disgusting thing can you lsam fo put up with for the
sake of the Gospel? (o you own an ashitray ™)

* Beware of the Christian ghetlo (Christian bookstores, businessmen's clubs, health
clubs, professional groups, Political office, etc.) We must be “in the world”, while
being careful not to be "of the world.”

4 If someone must be somewhat comioriable in the relationship to the discomfor of
the other, who should it be?

» Honest compEments, genuing inlerest in what they are interasted in.

Phase 2. JMasvisg the seed - Helping them make the amotional, merital and valitional transifion
from Gospel ignorante and indifference to informed interest.

1. Your persenal faith story. fllustrations of how faith has made a real difference in your
fita. What brought you to your decision?

2 tonow very well & clear, concise and accurate mathod of sharing the Gospal (the
Gospel, the whole Gospel and nothing but the Gospel). 1 Jeter 315, ¥ YDy faverits

*Evangrlism for Cownris” moslel!

3. Eliminate religious jargen (we use it more than you think!) Speak to them in their own
language (the one you use everyday).



4. Do not make your primary appeal based on the benefits you have received (the
benevolent siot machine approach - getting more out than you put in). bat on the
charactes and work of Jesus Christ.

5. Foilow the outling of Paul's testimany in Acts 26 {Before, How and After).

6. Be sure fo recognize his good ideas and thoughtful efiorls at refigion (even if they are
utterly ridiculous and heretical).

7. Getyour Christian fiag up earty in the relationship. Beldly bring up the subject of the
Gospel (most people are really interested in etemnal life. Ecclesiastes 3:11).

What is your religious backgréund?

What have you leamed in the area of spicituality?

What, in your opinion, is a real Christian? Do you know any?

Have you come 1o & place in your fife where you have setlled the issue as 10 your
relationship with Jesus, or are you siill considering it?

Suppose you were to die tonight and stand before God and He were o ask you,
“Why should | let you inta My heaven?" What would you say?

(in résponding 1o a problem he mentions) Fm ieaming more and more that oniy
Jasus can meel my needs in that area.

(After istening to a tape of reading a book you have suggested) What did you
think about those ideas?

* # O STEEY

Gat them into some situation: to examine the scriplures
Andrew dinner, evangelistic lunchaon.
Evangelistic Bible study - breakfast or lunch once a week.
Baoke - somathing that has been meaningful to you: The Case for Christ, Lee
Sirobie; C:5. Lewis's Mere Christianity. The Guestion of God, Or. Armand M.
Micholi, Jr.
Tapes - Personal testirmoriiés, teathing, preaching.
Parsonal Bible reading - Study the Gospel of John individually and discuss it
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weekly.
Present the Gospel yoursel! and follow up with-ary of the above.
Applying God's principles to a personal crisis.

> e

Phase 3. Yy/latevisg (Hanging in there with them to give the seed an opperiunity to grow;. 2
Peter 1. 5-8. This is the stage where your unbelieving friend is Irying to find cut of you really leve
him, or if you are using bim to promate your own religious agenda (scalp hunting. etc.}.

Phase 4. Sarvesting (the invitation, drawing the net, asking for the order). This is the easy work
after the hard work of Breaking the Ground, Pianting the Seed, and Watering has been
accomplished. Note: we can harvest other peoples hard work - in fact, that is usually the way it
works. Evangeiism is normaily a team effori, though we rarely know our teammates. When God
finishes the process of bringing the spiritually dead to live, salvation is a deal they can't refusel

V. Where do we Fish? Answer: where ever there are fish!

¥ Customers ~ Suppliers v Friends + Employees (iry a weekly brown bag evapgelistic Bible



study) v Proféssional sbeties v Servite organizations - Lions, Rotary. P T.A. efc. Sports

« Class reunien « Teach a Sundey Scheol class in a-dead church {fish gatherin greal numbers
wanting fo ba fad) v Lead a small group Bible study and teach the meambers how fo fish. Man tha
prones or be a counselor at an evangelistic crusade {shooting fish in-a bamsl - #t's good practice)
¥ Speakers bureau lo give tastimany for outreach groups « Prison ministry ~"Teaching business
or gther vocational secular courses ' Run for political office, 7777777

¥l Summary

A, Acts 26: 18 shows the three stages of the process of salvation and gives us a moded
of practical prayer for the lost. What are the stages?

Mote: Because the procass of evangelism.is on God’s soversign tmetable, i car be
accomphished in oné hour or one lifetime. This is not a method of iMendship évangeiism
where we facus on making friends to the exclusion of consistantly sharing the Gospel.
Jesus sent us to reap (John 4: 38), which should aways be our pimary focus. Ee on the
lookout for limited time oppertunities. It is not always necessary 1o know a person weil
before sharing the Gospel (Acts B: 26-38).

B. Pray that God will give you opportunities 1o ba involved in the evangelism process and
that you wall be alert {0 tham.

C. Remember, your job is not to close every sale, bul to be a link in the cHain, akvays
maving people forward loward a decision.

. It is our calling as Christians fo repreésent our Lord wheravar wa are_ [Colossians 3
17, 2 Corinthians 2: 14-17).

A good farmer assessas the condition of the crop and what stage it is in, and works
accordingly - this is what brings assurance of the harvest.

Borwus. Read Mark 4; 26-29 and ask, “In the process of evangelism, what is God's
responsibility and what is my responsibility 7"



