
PEARL HARBORPEARL HARBOR
ATTACKATTACK

December 7, 1941December 7, 1941



•• 2500 years ago the Japanese were 2500 years ago the Japanese were 
worshipping Amaterasu, the sun goddess, worshipping Amaterasu, the sun goddess, 
ancestor of the ruling familyancestor of the ruling family

•• According to Japanese literature, she According to Japanese literature, she 
envisioned  envisioned  a future island empire in a future island empire in 
which all the world would be subjects of which all the world would be subjects of 
her descendentsher descendents



TIME LINE OF EMPIRE BUILDINGTIME LINE OF EMPIRE BUILDING

•• 18941894--1895  successful war with China. 1895  successful war with China. 
Obtained Formosa (Taiwan) in peace Obtained Formosa (Taiwan) in peace 
terms and replaced China as dominating terms and replaced China as dominating 
power over internal Korean affairspower over internal Korean affairs

•• 19041904--1905 successful war with Russia.1905 successful war with Russia.
Annexed Russian islands north of Japan Annexed Russian islands north of Japan 
and replaced Russian influence in and replaced Russian influence in 
ManchuriaManchuria



•• 1910 annexed Korea1910 annexed Korea

•• 1917 defeated Germans in Shantung and 1917 defeated Germans in Shantung and 
possessed German colonized islands in the possessed German colonized islands in the 
pacific north of the equatorpacific north of the equator

•• 1927 Tanaka memorial approved by 1927 Tanaka memorial approved by 
emperoremperor



100 year plan for conquering the world100 year plan for conquering the world

Phase IPhase I
•• Exploit Manchurian man power and needed Exploit Manchurian man power and needed 

resourcesresources

Phase IIPhase II
•• Secure SOUTHERN RESOURSES AREASecure SOUTHERN RESOURSES AREA

•• Indonesia, Malaysia, etc., for much needed Indonesia, Malaysia, etc., for much needed 
RUBBER, TIN, and OILRUBBER, TIN, and OIL



PHASE IIIPHASE III
•• Build Military Machine capable of Build Military Machine capable of 

conquering the world.conquering the world.

•• 1931 Annexed Manchuria and set up 1931 Annexed Manchuria and set up 
puppet emperor.puppet emperor.



•• 1939 Seized Hainan Island1939 Seized Hainan Island

•• 1940 Set up Japanese puppet   1940 Set up Japanese puppet   
WANG government in China.WANG government in China.

•• 1940 Signed “pact of steel” with 1940 Signed “pact of steel” with 
Germany and ItalyGermany and Italy



•• 19351935--1938 Captured Peking and major 1938 Captured Peking and major 
cities in southern China, Shanghai, cities in southern China, Shanghai, 
HankowHankow, Canton. (Horror of Nanking)., Canton. (Horror of Nanking).

•• 1939 Occupied bases1939 Occupied bases in Northern INDO in Northern INDO 
CHINA.CHINA.



•• 1940 Resigned from League Of Nations.1940 Resigned from League Of Nations.

•• 1941 Occupied all of Indo China.1941 Occupied all of Indo China.

•• 1941 Completed training and equipping 1941 Completed training and equipping 
200,000 man army in Taiwan with 800 200,000 man army in Taiwan with 800 
aircraft and 94 troop transports for aircraft and 94 troop transports for 
invasion of Philippinesinvasion of Philippines. . 



ON JULY 11. 1941 JIM DOWNING AND MORENA HOLMES ON JULY 11. 1941 JIM DOWNING AND MORENA HOLMES 
WERE MARRIED IN HAWAIIWERE MARRIED IN HAWAII



TO TEST THE WILL OF THE US TO GO TO WAR TO OPPOSE
JAPAN IN CHINA JAPANSE BOMBERS SUNK THE USS PANAY 
DECEMBER 12, 1937



U.S. ACTIONU.S. ACTION

•• 1939 Cancelled treaty with Japan (in 1939 Cancelled treaty with Japan (in 
effect since 1911) allowing sale of scrap effect since 1911) allowing sale of scrap 
ironiron

•• 1940 Main Pacific Fleet moved to be based 1940 Main Pacific Fleet moved to be based 
in Pearl Harborin Pearl Harbor

•• 1941  July 26, President Roosevelt and 1941  July 26, President Roosevelt and 
Great Britain cut off oil exports to Japan Great Britain cut off oil exports to Japan 
(Indonesia now a must)(Indonesia now a must)



PEARL HARBOR ATTACKPEARL HARBOR ATTACK

DECEMBER 7, 1941DECEMBER 7, 1941

1940 US FLEET MOVED HOME PORT FROM
CALIFORNIA PORTS TO PEARL HARBOR

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1940 US FLEET MOVES HOME PORT  FROM WEST COAST TO�PEARL HARBOR



•• 1941 December 5 1941 December 5 -- Peace Ambassador Peace Ambassador 
Saburo Saburo KurusuKurusu((来栖来栖 三郎三郎) ) arrived Pearl arrived Pearl 
HarborHarbor

•• 1941 December 1941 December -- One third of Fleet which One third of Fleet which 
had been on patrol brought into Pearl had been on patrol brought into Pearl 
Harbor to show Kurusu we had no warlike Harbor to show Kurusu we had no warlike 
intentionsintentions



Sunrise Sunrise -- December 7, 1941December 7, 1941

•• 3030--Ship Japanese Task Force arrived 200 miles Ship Japanese Task Force arrived 200 miles 
NW of Pearl HarborNW of Pearl Harbor

•• 6 aircraft carriers with 360 Aircraft6 aircraft carriers with 360 Aircraft
•• 2 Battleships2 Battleships
•• 2 Heavy Cruisers2 Heavy Cruisers
•• 9 Destroyers9 Destroyers
•• 3 Submarines3 Submarines
•• 8 Tankers and supply ships8 Tankers and supply ships







Sunrise Sunrise -- December 7, 1941December 7, 1941

•• 164 Navy and Coast Guard ships in Pearl 164 Navy and Coast Guard ships in Pearl 
HarborHarbor

•• Radar turned off at sunrise. Submarine Radar turned off at sunrise. Submarine 
net protecting Pearl Harbor opened to net protecting Pearl Harbor opened to 
allow garbage barge to go to seaallow garbage barge to go to sea



















USS WEST VIRGINIA SUNK AND BURNING





PEARL HARBOR  PEARL HARBOR  
ATTACKATTACK













JIM DOWNING            U.S NAVY











For complete story go to:For complete story go to:

www.USSWestVirginia.orgwww.USSWestVirginia.org

Click: “Stories”Click: “Stories”

Click: “My Story by James Downing”Click: “My Story by James Downing”

http://www.usswestvirginia.org/








USS Neosho loaded with 6 million gallons of
aviation gasoline during attack on Pearl Harbor
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